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to the opposing line without firing a shot, and could change
direction or even change ranks under fire at the order of their
officers. Any soldier, whether officer or private, who refused
an order, or drew his weapon to defend himself against a
superior, was punished by death. A less serious offence might
be condoned by the soldier running the gauntlet; as he stag-
gered down the line he was beaten with the canes of the soldiers
from each side. Voltaire wrot£ that the philosophical Frederick
would stand at his window reasoning upon ethics with a com-
panion while he watched condemned soldiers run the terrible
gauntlet, up and down, six-and-thirty times.1 Conditions in
the British Army were said to be even worse. Foreign visitors
to an English camp or garrison fled in terror and astonishment
from the shrieks of the flogged soldiers; the men were strapped
to the halberds; " rows of bleeding bodies were the daily
feature of life in the British camps." 2 Naturally these con-
ditions provoked frequent desertions. The Prince de Ligne,
writing from Peterwardein in the campaign against the Turks
on the Danube in 1788, said 15,000 deserters from the French
Army did splendid service in the Austrian ranks (quinze
milk dtserteurs franfais se battent a merveitte dam nos rangs)*
There was a certain amount of trafficking, wholesale, in
soldiers during the time of war. Neutral princes could hire
out their regiments to belligerents. The best-known instance
of this is the German regiments hired to the British Govern-
ment for service in the American Revolutionary War. The
princes who. entered into these contracts were the Duke of
Brunswick, the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, the Princes of
Hesse-Hanau, Waldeck, Ansbach-Baireuth, and Anhalt-Zerbst.
The total number of men supplied was 30,000. The princes
received a bonus of five shillings for every soldier, and in
addition an annual subsidy during the period of the war. The
1	Voltaire, Memoirs, p. 55. The six-and-thirty times in which a soldier
had to run the gauntlet is probably an exaggeration, as Voltaire in Candide
has his hero sentenced to this, but Candide actually only did two turns,
and then broke down.
2	See G. Costigan, Sir Robert Wilson (1932), p. 20.
3	Prince de Ligne, M&noires, vol. i, p. 170,

